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“Rooted in our faith in God’s 
promises, hope is an active virtue that 
transforms our lives and motivates us 

to turn our gifts and talents to  
the service of others.”  

R E V.  R O B E R T  A .  D O W D ,  C . S . C . 
P R E S I D E N T

Dear Friends, 

As we mark the 50th Anniversary of the Sorin Society, we 
reflect on five decades of community, loyalty, and impact.  
This year is particularly special, as the University, supported 
by the generosity of the entire Notre Dame family, announced 
that families with incomes under $150,000 will now pay  
zero tuition.

This milestone is a testament to what we can achieve when 
we stand together. As a vital part of this collective effort, the 
Sorin Society provides the essential support that enables  
Fr. Dowd  to fulfill our mission as a ‘force for good.’ Your gifts 
do more than fund scholarships; they empower the University 
to respond to the broadest needs of our campus, from the 
classroom to the Grotto. We are deeply grateful for your 50-
year legacy of ensuring that every talented student has a place 
under the Dome.

With sincere gratitude,

Celebrating 50 Years of   
Community, Loyalty, and Impact

Kate Brown
Associate Director 

Sorin Society 
kstrieke@nd.edu



50 Years  
of Impact
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50 Years of Progress

1975
University employees 
Joseph Mulligan ’59 and 
Tom Suddes ’71 attend 
a conference where they 
discover the concept of 
“support groups”

1976
The Edward Frederick 
Sorin Society is 
established in honor of 
Notre Dame’s founder

1987
Sorin Society funds 
support exterior and 
interior repairs of Sacred 
Heart Church, and 
expansion of LaFortune 
Student Center 

1997
Sorin Society 
provides $2.2 million 
in undergraduate 
scholarships

1999
Sorin Society funds 
support the installation 
of a web-based public 
access catalog in the 
Hesburgh Libraries 
and enhancements to 
technology networks 
across campus

2002
Sorin Society funds 
support career center 
programming, campus 
ministry initiatives, and 
the expansion of south 
dining hall

2012
Sorin Society funds 
support significant 
improvements to 
Hesburgh Library’s 
sacred music collection

2018
The Young Alumni Level 
is introduced, offering 
discounted Sorin 
Society membership for 
alumni within 10 years 
of graduation

2020
The Sorin Society 
provides critical 
funding to 
address student 
needs during the 
the COVID-19 
pandemic

2025
$23 million+ in 
undergraduate 
scholarships are 
funded by the 
Sorin Society

2026
The Sorin Society  
celebrates its 50th  

anniversary

Founded in 1976, the Sorin Society has spent five decades 
inspiring philanthropic support for Notre Dame. What 
began as a small donor recognition society has grown into 
a vibrant community whose generosity has helped shape 
the University in lasting ways. Explore the milestones that 
mark the Sorin Society’s first 50 years.
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S O R I N  S O C I E T Y 
B Y  T H E  N U M B E R S

$2.5M
raised by Sorin Society members 
enhanced Notre Dame’s Catholic 

mission and diverse student  
life experiences

2,309
students received the equivalent 

of a $10,000 scholarship from 
the Sorin Society funding for the 

2025-26 academic year

$587M
raised by over 27,000  

Sorin Society members  
since its inception in 1976

100%
of Sorin Society funds  

go directly to meeting the  
most pressing needs of 
 Notre Dame students

8
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Your Gift  
In Action
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Catholic Mission
Students come to Notre Dame seeking the 
transformative education envisioned by Rev. Edward 
Sorin, C.S.C.—an education that shapes not only 
what they know, but who they become.

Through their generosity, Sorin Society members help 
sustain the programs and spaces that bring this vision 
to life. Their support helps fund:

Sustaining Notre Dame’s Catholic Mission

•	 Campus Ministry outreach and operations

•	 Sacred Heart Basilica operations, repair, and maintenance

•	 Migrant and Refugee Initiative

M E M B E R  S P O T L I G H T

“I want more kids to have the opportunity 
that I had. It is a place that is not just 
focused on academic development; it’s 
about full-person development.”

RICK F R ANZ A ’81 
Sorin Society Member
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Financial Aid
Sorin Society members play a vital role in upholding 
Notre Dame’s promise to remove financial barriers so 
that every deserving student has the opportunity to 
call Notre Dame home.

Notre Dame remains committed to making a world-
class education accessible to all:

Our Mission

“Your scholarship has alleviated financial 
stress from me and my family and 
allowed me to fully engage in the  
Notre Dame community and all it has to 
offer. I am so beyond blessed and grateful 
to call Notre Dame my second home.  
I have made lifelong best friends here, 
and I cannot wait to see what is in store.”

NICOLE STONE ’28

•	 70% of students receive some form of financial aid

•	 The average financial aid award was $64,200 in 2025-2026

•	 100% of demonstrated financial need is met
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Student Life
The Sorin Society invests in undergraduate  
education through:
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Moreau First Year Experience

•	 Encourages students to explore purpose, character, and vocation

•	 Culminates in senior-year reflection on personal growth and 

flourishing beyond graduation

Study Abroad Programs & Global Experiences

•	 Supports study abroad programming and infrastructure

•	 Expands access to international learning opportunities

Career Readiness

•	 Provides career exploration, advising, and professional development
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100

617

4,936

1,259

Members

Members

Members

Members

Raised

Raised

Raised

Raised

$2,121,379

$6,679,812

$10,037,812

$6,890,317

Sorin Membership 
Breakdown
1,033 new members joined the Sorin Society last year.

Founder’s Level  $17,500+

Gold Level  $10,000+

Blue Level  $5,000+

Green Level  $1,500+
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